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EXTRACTS FROM QUARTERLY 
REPORTS OF HEADS OF 
DEPARTMENTS. 


Christmas always means much extra 
work and I know of nothing that 
brings out the unselfish nature of our 
children more than the preparation for 
it. lam sure it would be hard to find 
more thoughtful and willing children. 

I often wish it were possible for more 
of the children’s parents to have a 
peep behind the scenes during the fes- 
tal days. lamsure thatmany of them 





would carry lighter hearts. As Alfred - 


B. expressed it to his mother: ‘*‘Why, 
Christmas lasted five whole weeks and 
we had parties, too.’’ 

M. L. V. 

The merry-go-round has been thoroly 
overhauled and new legs put on some 
of the horses. 

We now have duplicate water pumps, 
sewage pumps and engines. The 
motor in the shop is doing excellent 
service and saving money. 

Our farmers’ meetings are becoming 
more profitable and useful and we 
often have visitors. 

The attendants with their groups are 
out every day and even the lowest 
grade of children enjoy cleaning up 
the grounds, carrying wood to kitchens 
and piling bricks and stones. 

An owl and two squirrels have been 
added to the Zoo. 

A great many door-mats and ham- 
mocks have been made and consider- 
able carpet woven. : 

C. BE. x. 


The fine south porch at Itard allows 
these children to romp and play even 
on stormy days. Our classification 1s 
also better since the removal of the 


epileptic children. We still need a 
new cottage, however (for the chil- 
dren keep crowding in), which shall be 
especially fitted for the class of chil- 
dren who goin it, with large bath- 
rooms and dormitories well lighted and 
ventilated, like the last one built. 
A. H. 


It may be interesting to note what 


has become of children who were in 
the Kindergarten five years ago. 

W. S. assists at tailor-shop A. M.» 
basketry and English P. M., and band 
and physical culture evenings. 

J. W. went home to his people two 
years ago and is doing splendidly. 

J. P. school A. M., tailor-shop P. M., 
band evening. 

L. VD. not improved mentally, buta 
good helper at the cottage. 

F. V. D. a valuable worker in the In- 
dustrial department and plays well in 
band, ete. 

There were 108 children in the 
Christmas play, which was given twice 
to good audiences of visitors. 

We are making  phonographiec 
recerds in our speech elasses on a Co- 
lumbia instrument donated for this 
purpose. 

Our weekly teachers’ meetings have 
been taking up deeper work along the 
lines of ‘‘Attention,’’ ‘‘Interest’’ 


‘‘Tmagination,’’ ete. 
a a e 
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Copies of ‘‘What Teachers of Nor- 
mal Children May Learn from the 
Teaching of the Feeble-Minded’’ may 
be had upon application to the 
Superintendent. 
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EXPERIMENTS. 


REPORT OF THE POMONA GRANGE 
COMMITTEE. 


The Pomona Grange Experiment 
Committee held its second meeting at 
the Training School February 20, 
1906. There were present: 

From Deerfield Grange, A. P. Sea- 
brook, F. O. Ware, Chairman pro tem. 

From Center Grove Grange, 
J. Zimmerman, E. P. Sparks. 

From Vineland Grange, A. F. E. 
Silliman, L. H. Burge, also Prof. 
E. R. Johnstone, Prof. C. E. Nash, 
E. L. Bolles, G. A. Mitchell, Secre- 
tary. 

The minutes of the last meeting, 
August 18th, were read and approved. 

The article in the ‘‘Training School’’ 
for October ‘‘Nitrate of soda on white 
potatoes’? was read and a general 
discussion of potato growing followed. 
J. Zimmerman applied nitrate of soda 
on potatoes six inches high. Three 
weeks later the effect was so marked 
that he treated the remainder of the 
field of potatoes at the same rate. A 
very good crop was secured where the 
nitrate was applied early, but the crop 
was greatly reduced where the appli- 
eation was late. No plot was left with 
no nitrate for comparison. The re- 
sults from the early application of 
nitrate confirm the results obtained 
from the Training School experiment. 

There were three offers to try the 
experiment of using nitrate of soda on 
white potatoes. 

There were two causes of watery 
potatoes suggested; first, that of poor 
cooking, second, by growing on low 
ground. 

Two rapid growing was suggested 
as a cause of false hearted potatoes. 

As a result of the discussion of seed 
potatoes it was voted that F.O. Ware 
learn all he can about second crop 
seed potatoes from Mr. Tice, who is a 
large grower. If second crop seed 
potatoes grown in South Jersey are 


better or even as good as northern 
grown seed it is a fact worth knowing. 

The method of growing the second 
crop is to spread the early potatoes in 
the shade as soon as dug, leave them 
about ten days or until they color, 
then cut and plant. A very hot and 
dry August and September or a very 
early frost is liable to cause failure of 
the crop. 

A. P. Seabrook uses twenty-five to 
forty tons of New York manure per 
acre for potatoes, has hardly any seab, 
and a crop last year of 380 bushels per 
acre. 

It is proposed to compare second 
crop round potatoes with northern 
grown for seed. 

(to be continued.) 


NOTES. 

We are proposing to do some care- 
ful child study work under a trained 
observer this year. Many lines of in- 
vestigation will be followed out, 
among others, 1: Such tests and ob- 
servations as will result eventually in 
a correlation of mental and physical 
function with brainecondition. 2: A 
set of fatigue tests which should re- 
yeal important facts as to the actual 
condition of the brain. 3: Accurate 
studies of memory span. 4: A study 
of motor control. 5: A’ study of 
associations, ete. But little work of 
this kind has ever been done and then 
only on a few cases. The results 
should be of real value not only to us 
but to the general educator as well. 
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Judge Lindsay of Colorado tells that 
a short time ago a school principal 
said to him: ‘‘Judge, why don’t you 
send that boy to the reform school so 
that he will learn a trade?’’ The 
Judge’s reply: ‘‘Why don’t you people 
of the Board of Edueation give him a 
chance to learn a trade at home’? is 
worthy the consideration of every 
citizen. 
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"The Seats Seen. 


Published monthly by the New Jersey 
Training School for Feeble-Minded Girls 
and Boys, Vineland, N. J. We wish this 
paper to be self-supporting. Send sub- 
scriptions (25c. per annum) to E. R. 
Johnstone, Superintendent. 


The School was founded and incor- 
porated as a public charitable institu- 
tion in 1888 by a number ofthe philan- 
thropic citizens ofthe State. It is built 
upon the cottage plan, sothat close clagss- 
ification is possible, and is intended to 
give care and training to those children 
whose mental condition prevents their 
attending the public schools. 


MARCH 1906. 


A blue mark here signifies that we 
shall be glad to have 2de. to renew 
your subscription. 


This issue begins the third year for 
our paper. It has sueceeded beyond 
our expectations. Farmers, teachers, 
parents and friends weleome it and 
give it kindly words. We want it to 
take news of value and interest from 
our School to its readers. We want it 
also to be the medium thru which we 
may reach those who will contribute 
tothe various funds of the School. 
We are carrying along many lines of 
work entirely outside the maintenance 
of the children, but for their good; and 
when you see a fund mentioned, help 
it along, confident that you are aiding 
in something that would otherwise 
have to be left undone. 





We need just $35.00 to com- 
plete the Piano Fund. Who will 
give toward it? Let us clear it up 
before the paper goes to press 
ag: ain. 











GIFTS. 
The following gifts of money have 
been received up to March Ist: 


Miss Hannah KE. Parker, Newark, §$ 
Charles Applegate, Dover, 
Union Thanksgiving, C Jape May City, 13. 
Miss Kizzie Cattell, Philadelphia, 
Union Thanksgiving, New Durham, 
Miss Melissa opkins, Durham, N.C., 
Baptist 8S. S., Medford, 
Rev. D. 6: Irving, E. Oran 
Ladies Mission Band, Dutch’ Neck, 
Mrs. George Clark, Camden, 
Miss Emma T. B. Runk, Lambertville, 1. 
Mrs. Burt, Daretown, 
Union Thanksgiving, Presby. and 

| a ne M. Churches, Cold | 

prin 
Pe u Wills, Mediord, 
Union Thanksgiving Baptist and 
. Churches, Manahawkin, 

1 2 Training School Social Club, 
Daretown Churches, 
Union Week of Prayer, Salem, 
Wm. H. Shreve, Clayton, : 
Miss Martha Chafey, Crosswicks, 
Harry K. Lister, Plainfield, 
Capt. Chas. Miller, Greenwich, 
Union Thanksgiving Baptist and 
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Presby. Churches, Greenwich, 4.51 
Miss Mary R. Matlack, Moorestown, 5.00 
Mrs. J. B. Morrow, Baltimore, Md., 1.00 
Mrs. Theo. J. Mueller, Trenton, 1.00 


AS OTHERS SEE US. 


Some time ago Dr. David F. Lincoln 
who was preparing an article on the 
Education of the Feeble Minded spent 
several days at our School. The article 
appeared in the report of the Commis- 
sioner of Education and the following 
paragraphs concerning our institution 
are taken from this report. 

(Concluded. ) 


It is thought doubtful if any child 
ever left the institution who could be- 
gin to make a living except in- 
dustrially. There is one boy who 
ean not talk, read, or write, but the 
right spring has been touched, and he 
does handsome work in the carving 
class, and next year will go to the car- 
penter. 

Of the whole number of inmates it is 
estimated that 80 are unproductive; 15 
render services worth their keep; 20 
possibly half that, and the balance still 
less than half. 

Special privileges are largely used 


as incitements among the pupils ant 
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as aids to discipline. There is an 


honor system for naming the well-con- 
ducted children. There are opportun- 
ities for earning pennies by good be- 
havior, and spending them. There are 
several successful clubs among the 
pupils. There is an evening gathering 
in a parlor where 20 good-record child- 
ren are socially entertained with cake, 
coffee, and pianola. The spirit of en- 
couragement is distinctly prevalent in 
the institution. 

The professional feeling of the teach- 
ers is encouraged by meetings at which 
they discuss their work with the super- 

ntendent. 

I had the good fortune to assist 
twiceat whole-evening entertainments. 
In one there was a series of exciting 
contests in spelling, number, bed mak- 
ing, potato paring, hair dressing, be- 
tween pupils upon the stage, followed 
by remarkably good recitations and 
music. The other was a soiree given 
by the grown boys of one of the cot- 
tages to the officers and invited friends, 


af cen and well carried out by these 
young men, resulting in a most spirited 


sé 


and entertaining ‘‘good time’’ in reg- 
ular village fashion, but with perfect 
regard to the proprieties. The exercises 
are held on Sunday—the services are 
held from 3.30 to 4.00. The Superin- 
tendent always leads. The President 
and Treasurer of the Board of Direct- 
ors are usually present and frequently 
talk to the children. 


THE SUMMER SCHOOL FOR 
TEACHERS. 


The Summer School will enter upon 
its third summer’s work on July 9, 
1906. While our first intention was to 
limit the class to teachers contemplat- 
ing work with backward or feeble- 
minded children, the number of 
requests from those desiring to engage 
in general work with children, kin. 
dergarten, etc., has led us to withdraw 
that restriction. 





No formal examination is required 
for admission to the classes. 

One-half of each school day will be 
given up to laboratory work in the 
various classes, some of which will be 
in session thruout the entire course. 

On five afternoons per week a 
lecture and quiz will be given by the 
Superintendent. At stated times 
thruout the course extra lectures will 
be given by other officers of the 
School, and every opportunity will be 
given to study the children in all 
phases of their lives. 

In the laboratory classes the students 
will have practical work in teaching 
basketry, wood-earving, sewing, gar- 
dening and nature study work, as well 
as kindergarten, the English branches 
and physical culture. 

The tuition fee is $15.00 for the 
course. 

As many as possible of the class 
will be made at home at the School at 
a cost of $25.00 for the period of six 
weeks. Incuse there are too many 
applicants board and lodging may be 
obtained in Vineland or near the 
School fur from $4.00 to $7.00 per 
week. 

The Certificate of the Summer 
School is given to each student who 
satisfactorily completes the course. 

We have collected quite a library 
upon the subject of the feeble-minded. 
This is open to the students, who will 

-be required todo a certain amount of 
reading. 

A number of the members of our 
Staff of Consulting Physicians and 
Consulting Paidologists will lecture to 
the Summer Class. 

Applications for membership and 
requests for further information should 
be made to 

E. R. JOHNSTONE, Supt. 
VINELAND, N. J. 
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We now have for sale a few head of 
high grade young dairy calves. 











